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About Frank Horvat: 
 
• Born in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada on April 5, 1974 
• An only child born to Hungarian parents who immigrated to Canada in the early 1970s 

from the former Yugoslavia (presently Slovenia) 
• Started taking music lessons at age 5, learned to play the accordion 
• Began studying the piano at age 10 
• Began composing at age 11 
• Entered music festivals in his youth, awarded many prizes and scholarships 
• Early training in all styles of music: classical, jazz and pop 
• Attended Nepean High School in Ottawa 
• 1992: When HS teachers went on strike, Frank directed his Jazz Band peers in 

preparation for a National MusicFest Competition, where they went on to win gold 
• 1993: Graduated from HS with Music Scholarship and completes his ARCT Diploma 

from the Royal Conservatory of Music  
• 1993-1997:  Studies at the University of Toronto - Faculty of Music majoring in 

Composition, scholarship recipient 
• 1997: marries his HS sweetheart 
• Late 1990s: does much composing for film and television, various broadcasts on Bravo 

and the CBC 
• Late 1990s: Becomes active in the field of music education.  Helps establish the Regent 

Park School of Music.  Begins his own studio teaching piano, theory and composition 
• August 2003: One of 20 pianists invited to perform in a Piano Monster Concert (20 

pianists, 10 pianos, one stage) outdoors in Toronto and Rome 
• Active member of the Ontario Registered Music Teachers’ Association, currently 2nd 

Vice President 
• Member of the College of Theory Examiners with RCM Examinations 
• Active as a workshop clinician and author of articles on music education 
• Currently Vice President of the Board for Lakeshore Arts, an arts council serving the 

South Etobicoke area of Toronto where Frank currently resides and maintains his studio 
• Volunteers with the Canadian Cancer Society and WWF-Canada 
• Member of the Bruce Trail Association and Green Party of Canada 
• Suffers from Crohn’s disease - controls his condition with a purely holistic approach 
• A huge sports fan – played competitive soccer in his youth and has completed two half-

marathons and duathlons in his adulthood. 
 
 
 

More information available at www.frankhorvat.com/media 
 



About Frank Horvat’s Music: 
 

• Influenced by post-modern idea of eclecticism – interest in combining musical styles 
• Other musical influences: Bach, Beethoven, Bartók, Bjork, folk musics from around the 

world, jazz & blues, minimalism.  
• Compositions inspired by real world themes like family, athletic pursuits, and Sept 11 
• Portfolio of compositions contains works for solo piano, chamber, large ensemble, 

songs, electronic, film, and musical theatre. 
• The consummate performer/composer - making a connection with a live audience is of 

paramount importance - performs his own works whenever possible. 
• Also performs the works of other composers in a variety of styles 
• First CD Release was followed by thirty performances in 2007/08 including 

NuitBlanche (Toronto), The Works Art & Design Festival (Edmonton), and the 
Gladstone Hotel (CD Release - Toronto) 

• Airplay from various radio stations both nationally and internationally, also topping the 
jazz charts at CKXU in Lethbridge, CHYZ in Quebec City, and CKMS in Waterloo. 

• Has performed concerts in support of many charitable organizations, including 519 
Community Centre, Canadian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, Regent Park School of Music, 
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation, WWF-Canada, and Princess Margaret Hospital 

• Has performed at a variety of Canadian and US cities and venues, including: 
o Toronto (University of Toronto – Walter Hall & Hart House, Royal 

Conservatory of Music, Arts & Letters Club, Canadian Opera Company, 
Heliconian Club, Nathan Phillips Square, Metro Toronto Zoo, Hugh’s Room) 

o Montreal 
o Vancouver 
o Calgary 
o Edmonton (Sir Winston Churchill Square) 
o Chicago 
o Philadelphia 
o New York City (St. Mark’s Church-in-the-Bowery) 
o Boston 
o Winnipeg 
o St. John’s 
o Halifax (The Music Room) 
o Ottawa (University of Ottawa – Freiman Hall) 
o London, Ontario (The Aeolian Hall) 

• Because of the descriptive nature of his music, Frank makes a point of conversing and 
interacting with a live audience at any of his live concerts 

• Collaborations with many artists, bands and ensembles: 
o Dr. Draw (violinist - including concert tour Summer 2007) 
o Gregg Lawless (Toronto singer-songwriter) 
o Kong Kie Njo (La La La Human Steps) 
o Scarborough Philharmonic Orchestra 
o Vilma Vitols (Toronto Vocalist) 
o Alan Stellings (Toronto Cellist & Composer) 
o Blues Element (Toronto blues band) 
o Spacekitti (guitarist/composer from Los Angeles) 
o Sora (Calgary singer/songwriter/composer) 
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About Frank Horvat’s Recordings: 
 

• I’ll Be Good, collection of 13 original piano compositions, release June 2007 
o aggressive and virtuosic 
o demonstrates an unpredictable meld of musical styles 
o groove-oriented 
o instrumental pieces without words that tell deeply personal stories.  
o Like Franz Liszt and Metallica in a cage match! 

 
 
 

• A Little Dark Music, collection of 4 piano compositions, release March 2010 
o Follow-up to his critically acclaimed first CD release, IÕll Be Good. 
o Very introspective mood, and ambient tone 
o Inspired by the environment, poverty, and Sept 11 
o Includes Earth Hour, a 60-minute continuous composition performed and 

experienced in the dark. 
o Despite dark title and subject matter, music attempts to bring peace, joy and 

contentment to its listeners. 
o Portion of the proceeds to WWF-Canada 
o CD case printed on recycled paper with vegetable-based inks 

 
 
About the Green Keys Tour: 
  

• 60+ city piano concert tour and eco-showcase across 
Canada and the US, March ‘10 to April ‘11 

• Canadian portion of tour featured at least one concert 
in each of the 10 provinces 

• Opening Concert: Earth Hour 2010, Toronto 
• Opening US concert: Earth Hour 2011, Chicago 
• Unlike any other event since it combined culture, sustainable living, and fundraising. 
• In conjunction with the release of Horvat’s second CD of solo piano compositions,  

A Little Dark Music.  
• A unique musical presentation that featured a mix of musical styles and original 

piano compositions and improvisations that told deeply personal stories. 
• Included a performance of Earth Hour, a 60-minute continuous composition 

performed in the dark. 
• Interaction with the audience made for a personal concert-going experience. 
• Incorporated sustainable touring practices to demonstrate eco-friendly behaviour. 
• Showcased like-minded enterprises and organizations that put an emphasis on 

sustainability 
• The Green Keys Tour an all-inviting event – no admission fee was charged. 
• Close to 100 media articles, interviews, appearances, and blogs from a variety of 

outlets including CBC’s The National, The Weather Network, Toronto Star, CBS 
Radio in Boston & Philadelphia, and the Winnipeg Free Press 
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